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Special Meeting/Work Session Meeting Minutes for July 7, 2004An Special/Work Session Meeting of the Mayor and
Council of the Borough of Leonia, Bergen County, New Jersey, was held this evening in the Borough Annex commencing
at 7:33 pm.

 Council Present:        Mayor Laurence Cherchi, Councilwoman Dwarica, Councilwoman Heveran,  Councilwoman Mitrani,
Councilman Puzzo, Councilman Ryan, Councilman TrachtenbergCouncil Absent:         NoneAlso Present:              Fran Lehmann,
Borough Clerk, David Russo, Borough Attorney, Victoria Miragliotta, Borough Administrator                                    Mayor Laurence Cherchi
called the meeting to order.

 Mayor Laurence Cherchi asked everyone to stand while Councilwoman Dwarica led the Pledge of Allegiance.

 Mayor Laurence Cherchi stated that the conditions of the Open Public Meeting Act have been met by notice placed on
the bulletin board at the Borough Hall and notices sent to the official newspaper.

 1.                  Volunteer of the YearCouncil discussed candidates available for the Volunteer of the Year Award.  Candidate will be
selected for the Award Application and will be chosen at the next meeting.

 2.                  Appointments

 Mayor Cherchi appointed Ms. Barbara Marchant as the Mayor’s representative on Mass Transit.  

 3.                  Approval of Minutes

 

 Regular Session Minutes June 14, 2004.  Motion to approve minutes moved by Council President Dwarica, seconded by
Councilman Ryan.  Vote on Minutes:  Councilwoman Heveran, yes; Councilwoman Mitrani, yes; Councilman Puzzo, yes;
Councilman Ryan, yes; Councilman Trachtenberg, yes; Council President Dwarica, yes.  Motion Passes, Minutes
Adopted. 

 Closed Session Minutes June 14, 2004.  Councilman Trachtenberg stated the minutes should reflect that the Acting
Administrator left the meeting where appropriate.  Motion to approve minutes moved by Council President Dwarica,
seconded by Councilwoman Mitrani.  Vote on Minutes:  Councilwoman Heveran, yes; Councilwoman Mitrani, yes;
Councilman Puzzo, yes; Councilman Ryan, yes; Councilman Trachtenberg, yes; Council President Dwarica, yes.  Motion
Passes, Minutes Adopted.

 Regular Session Minutes June 21, 2004.  Mayor Cherchi asked that the Resolution letters to enter into Closed Session
should be reflected in the minutes. Councilwoman Heveran changed on page 2 her comments to reflect ‘the fire in
Englewood was responded to by Leonia as part of mutual aid.’  Motion to approve minutes moved by Council President
Dwarica, seconded by Councilwoman Mitrani.  Vote on Minutes:  Councilwoman Heveran, yes; Councilwoman Mitrani,
yes; Councilman Puzzo, yes; Councilman Ryan, yes; Councilman Trachtenberg, yes; Council President Dwarica, yes. 
Motion Passes, Minutes Adopted.

 Closed Session Minutes June 21, 2004.  Motion to approve minutes moved by Council President Dwarica, seconded by
Councilman Trachtenberg.  Vote on Minutes:  Councilwoman Heveran, yes; Councilwoman Mitrani, yes; Councilman
Puzzo, yes; Councilman Ryan, yes; Councilman Trachtenberg, yes; Council President Dwarica, yes.  Motion Passes,
Minutes Adopted.

 

 

 4.         Comments from the PublicMr. Ted Kessler of 481 Park Avenuestated the directory should reflect current Borough
personnel and should be provided to the public.  Council discussed if such a directory should be made available to the
public.  Mayor Cherchi stated the Clerk is to check who would like their phone numbers made available to the public.

 Mr. Eric Borsts of 221 Columbus Avenuein Palisades Park spoke on behalf of Holy Spirit Church.  There is a sign on
Woodland that is hard to see when people are visiting church.  Mr. Borsts is requesting permission to place a 22’ x 29” sign
on Broad Avenueadvising of the location of the church.  

 

 5.         Resolutions
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 Motion to adopt Resolutions 04-178 through 04-186 moved by Council President Dwarica, seconded by Councilman
Ryan.  Vote on Resolutions: Councilwoman Heveran, yes; Councilwoman Mitrani, yes; Councilman Puzzo, yes;
Councilman Ryan, yes; Councilman Trachtenberg, yes; Council President Dwarica, yes.  Motion Passes, Resolutions
Adopted. 

 

 6.         Adoption of OrdinanceAdoption of Ordinance 12-04 entitled:  An Ordinance Replacing Chapter 24 Entitled “Code of
Ethics”, to be Chapter 26 Ethics, Code of the Borough of Leonia, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey.

 1.                  Borough Clerk read the title2.                  Borough Clerk gave a summary3.                  Public HearingMayor Cherchi amended the Ordinance
to delete any reference relating to the creation of a Local Ethics Board.  Councilman Puzzo stated the Council has had
this discussion.  The term ‘board’ refers to the Department of Local Government Services and the Department of
Community Affairs.  Council discussed the interpretation of the word ‘board’.  Motion to amend the ordinance and delete
Section C moved by Council President Dwarica, seconded by Councilman Ryan.  Vote on Amendment:  Councilwoman
Heveran, yes; Councilwoman Mitrani, yes; Councilman Puzzo, yes; Councilman Ryan, yes; Councilman Trachtenberg,
yes; Council President Dwarica, yes.  Motion Passes, Amendment Adopted.  Ordinance will be re-advertised and will be
placed on the next meeting.

 

 

 7.       Unfinished Businessa.         Fire Alarm Fees (Laws and Ordinances)    

 The Borough Administrator advised of the fees that were considered reasonable.  Two written warnings will be given prior
to the issuance of a fee.   Fees will range from $100 to $200 in a calendar year.  The ordinance will be ready for
introduction at the next meeting.

 b.         Cell Tower Ordinance Changes

 Councilwoman Mitrani reviewed the changes of the working draft the committee has provided to the Council.  Council
discussed aesthetics of the tower and/or antenna.  Councilman Ryan stated the Borough needs to construct an ordinance
that will hold up in court.  Council will discuss this ordinance at the next council meeting.  

 c.         Siren Sound Testing Analysis  

 Mayor Cherchi stated the Borough needs to receive an analysis of what it would cost for an expert to review the decibel
level of the siren.  Councilwoman Heveran stated the spending on additional funds for the testing is unnecessary since
testing has already been provided.  Councilman Ryan felt the Borough should receive a cost to test the decibel level. 
Council President Dwarica stated since residents have expressed disapproval over the sound of  the siren, the cost to test
the siren should be sought.  The Borough Administrator is to receive quotes for this service.

 

             9.         New Business

 a.         Request for Sign from Holy Spirit Lutheran Church

 Mayor Cherchi suggested a consultant should advise the Council on this topic.  Councilwoman Mitrani stated the Borough
needs to adopt a unfied policy on signs.  Mayor Cherchi stated the consultants could be used to direct a policy for the
Borough.  Councilwoman Mitrani stated an evaluation of current signs should be compiled as well.  The request from Holy
Spirit Lutheran Church will go before the Planning Board as well as a sign policy which should be returned to the Council
within 60 days.

 b.         Smokers Outposts

 Councilwoman Heveran stated the Merchants Association would like smoker’s outposts to be placed on Broad Avenue. 
Mayor Cherchi stated this request refers to the aesthetics of the downtown area.  Ms. Lexa Merson should be consulted. 
Councilwoman Mitrani stated she would confer with the Streetscape Committee regarding the outposts.

 c.         Engineering Projects/Issues

 Councilman Ryan stated the striping on the Elm Street Parking lot needs to be addressed.  Burgis Associates is to
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contact the DPW Superintendent with suggested configurations for the lot.  There is an ongoing issue with the pavers that
have sunk on Elm Streetand Broad Avenue.  The Council discussed the status of the downtown area.  The Borough
Administrator advised the council of the status of the removal of the oil tank at the fire house, the leaf compost
agreement, the removal of the gateway and grants the Borough will be applying for regarding roads.  

 d.         Light Pole at Recreation Center

 The Borough Administrator stated there is an old telephone pole at the Recreation Center that should be considered for a
light pole.  Council discussed what type of pole should be placed at this location.  Councilwoman Mitrani stated she would
discuss this with the Streetscape Committee.  

 

 

 

 e.         Trash/Garbage/Recycle Nailed Shut at Fort Lee Road

 The Borough Administrator stated this receptacle has now been opened.  The public is not aware that the receptacle has
been opened and garbage is not being placed in the receptacle.  Councilwoman Heveran stated this receptacle has been
used as the receptacle for household garbage.  The Borough Administrator will continue to monitor the receptacle and will
report at the next meeting.  Councilwoman Mitrani will bring this topic up to the Streetscape Committee.  

 f.          Potential Canceling Meeting of July 12, 2004Mayor Cherchi stated the council should consider canceling the next
meeting due to the Summer season.  Councilman Puzzo questioned if the August meeting will be cancelled as well. 
Council discussed.  The meetings of July 12th and the August 9th have been cancelled.              g.         Light Rail ResolutionMayor
Cherchi advised of the meeting attended by himself as well as Councilwoman Heveran regarding the Light Rail.  The
Borough of Tenafly has adopted a resolution urging the State to use electric trains in lieu of any other powered trains for
the Light Rail.  Mayor Cherchi is suggesting that the Council adopt a resolution to this effect as well.  Resolution will be
placed on the next meeting.            h.         Ambulance Corps Stipend Ordinance            The council will discuss this ordinance at the next
meeting.            i.          Bond Anticipation Note BidThe Borough Administrator stated the winning bidder for the Bond Anticipation
Note is Commerce Bank with an interest rate of 1.45.  

 10.       Comments from the Public

 Ms. Maureen Olsen of 17 A Lakeview Avenue  spoke of her concerns regarding Light Rail.  A Citizens Advisory
Committee should be created.  If an extra track is built to accommodate this electric line, what will this do to the water
level by the high school?  

   

 

 

 

 Motion to enter Closed Session Resolution 04-K moved by Councilman Ryan, seconded by Councilman Trachtenberg. 
All in favor, no objections noted.

 Motion to exit Closed Session moved by Council President Dwarica, seconded by Councilman Trachtenberg.  All in favor,
no objections noted.  

 

 Motion to adjourn moved by Council President Dwarica, seconded by Councilwoman Heveran.  All in favor, no objections
noted.  Inasmuch as there was no further discussion to take place before the Mayor and Council, this meeting adjourned
at 10:40 pm.

 Respectfully submitted, 
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 Kyla Johns 
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